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Mr. Mullins 
 
 
 
Recommended News Outlets:  The Johnson City Press, The New York Times, The Washington Post, The 
Economist, Christian Science Monitor, Newsweek, U.S. News and World Report, CNN, …there are many 
other sources available and you are free to use them. 
Grading Components:  Participation 25% 
                                         Homework   25% 

     Projects/Assessments 50% 
 
 
Participation:  Being present in class every day, while a good thing, does not guarantee that you will earn 
these points.  In order to earn full credit in this category, you must come to class prepared every day, by 
being aware of the most current of events locally, nationally, and internationally and by willingly sharing 
that information with your colleagues. 

● Let’s agree that we will disagree on many issues, but that all opinions are valuable and merit the 
same full hearing that we wish to be afforded. 

● Prepare to brief the class on contemporary issues every Friday in our weekly “The Week That 
Was” dialogue. 

 
Homework: Readings from sources will be assigned on a regular basis and are subject to verification. 
The one standing homework assignment that exists is the selection of one noteworthy article that will be 
submitted every Friday.  Along with the submitted article will be a summary and a written position on the 
issues raised in the article.  You are strongly encouraged to seek news sources that help to support your 
position. 
 
Projects/Assessments: During the course of the semester you will take part in several debates (rubrics 
will be provided prior to the debate), research and present on numerous contemporary issues, compare 
and contrast news items that are reported by divergent media outlets, maintenance of the Contemporary 
American Issues Board (see hallway), participate in a mock UN Assembly, and submit a final project (see 
possible options below).  Written and oratory skills are a better assessment of your ability to research and 
reason and therefore they will form the core of this part of your grade.  While I do not envision a need for 
traditional tests or quizzes, rest assured that they will be employed if I feel that students are not coming to 
class prepared, or discover academic dishonesty in any submitted paper.  

● Themed Notebook 
● Critical review of a scholarly work or journal article 
● Research paper on a chosen contemporary issue 

 
 
 


